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Extended Role of Nurses in the UK:
A Study on the Introduction of Nurse
Prescribers

Yumika SIRASE

This article explores the process of extending
the scope of nursing practice- in the UK, spe-
cifically focusing on issues related to prescrib-
ing medicine. As the role of nurses in Japan is
gaining attention, the author attempts to find
implications from Britain, which introduced the
American model of nurse practitioners into
the National Health Service, and discusses the
present situation of nurse prescribers. Al-
though several factors affect extended nursing
practice, the following reforms primarily re-
sulted in the reorganisation of multi-profes-
sional functions: changes in nursing education
and the initiation of advanced practitioners’
training, and the reform of the entire health
care system to promote primary and commu-
nity care. Nurse prescribers have so far
brought about improved access to medicine
for patients, and their practice is generally
evaluated as positive; however, some doctors
worry about insufficient training. Two funda-
mental features that are most important in
the sequence of reforms and that characterize
the British nursing system are: (1) the Nurs-
ing and Midwifery Council has operated as an
independent professional self-regulatory body
responsible for education, registration, and
safety, and (2) the scope of nursing practice is
specified in a jbb description instead of a stat-
utory regulation.

Key words: Registered Nurse, Nurse Pre-
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Unweaving the Concept of Family
Welfare: Beyond the Family/Individual
Controversy as a Welfare Beneficiary

Hiroyuki KUBOTA

This paper discusses the controversy over
family welfare by examining its justifiability
against the backdrop of the individualization
of the family. Firstly, the controversy in Japan
from the 1990's to the 2000's over whether the
individual or the family should be the welfare
beneficiary will be reexamined. This will show
that neither renovating family welfare nor in-
dividualizing policy targets can successfully
reconcile the conflict between the fulfillment
of familial needs and substantially diverse life-
styles.

Secondly, the concept of family welfare will be
challenged from the perspective of need theo-
ry. It is necessary to be cautious about re-
garding paternalism as the over-fulfillment of
need, as well as regarding poverty as the

‘under-fulfillment of need, once the restrictive

nature of need within liberal civil society is
taken into consideration.

Finally, by invoking the discussion on the so-
cial importance of human dependency, the “de-
pendency critique” from feminist literature will
be introduced into family welfare discussion.
This can break the deadlock by articulating a
bundle of familial needs into some basic needs,
and by justifying some of them as universal
social needs to be universally fulfilled both
within and outside of families. Only by doing
so, and by avoiding the under- and over-full-
filment of needs, can we evaluate both the so-
cial importance of dependency caring and di-

verse lifestyles.

Key Words: family welfare, diversification of
family, individualization of policy target, need
theory, dependency critique
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